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Alternative Economic Firms and Organizations :: Social Science 4041.6      (York University)






This fourth-year seminar investigates alternatives to capitalist corporations and economic forms, alternatives that are characterized by some degree of mutuality, community, and intentionality, such as co-operatives and worker-owned firms.
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Seminar Information




	Course Director: Marcelo Vieta  (vieta@yorku.ca | 416.940.0340)

	Fall/Winter 2007-2008, Thursdays 11:30-2:30, Vari Hall (VH) 1018 (York University, Toronto, Canada)

	Office Location and Hours: South Ross room 710, Thursdays 2:30-4:30











Course Requirements




	Course outline I: General intro to the course

	Course outline II: Grading and instructions to all assignments (including Reading Reflections)

	Fall 2007 weekly readings and assignment schedule
	Winter 2008 weekly readings and assignment schedule
	Alternative Firm Analysis requirements - Due February 7, 2008 at the beginning of class
	Winter 2008 presentation requirements and Contemporary Research Paper requirements

	Go here for important York University dates for undergrads











What is this blog about?


This blog is the online presence for Social Science 4041.6, Alternative Economic Firms and Organizations, a fourth year Business and Society seminar course at York University. It serves as the website for course information, as well as being a site for seminar participants to exchange ideas about and share links to Southern Ontario's social economic sector. Ultimately, the blog serves as a place to work out some of the theories and debates we will be engaging with throughout the course and will, we hope, eventually turn into an emerging and useful repository for the social economy sector.







Lecture and Seminar Supplements




	Week 22: Download supplemental reading for today here: Marcelo Vieta, "The Worker-Recovered Enterprises in Argentina, 1997-2007: Socio-Economic Conjunctures, New Forms of Worker-Co-operativism, and the Innovations and Challenges of Self-Management"

	Week 18: Download lecture notes on Craig (1992) Chs. 2 and 3 here. Download new reading for this week here: Quarter, Jack. "An Overview to Co-operatives"
	Week 17: Download the Four Typologies of Cooperatives chart here

	Week 16: Download the Social Economy comparison chart here

	Week 15 course kit readings: McDowell, Linda. "Father and Ford Revisited: Gender, Class, and Employment Change in the New Millennium"  ::  Harvey, David. "Fordism" and "From Fordism to Flexible Accumulation"

	Weeks 10-13: Defining the social economy, non-profit organizations, and co-operatives. Please take not of the similarity and differences between non-profits and co-operatives, the different types of co-operatives, where they fit into Melnyk's "traditions" of co-ops, and the roles of non-profits and co-ops in the social economy.
	Weeks 4-7 wrap-up (Part 2: Outline the Issues): Group summaries of and questions inspired by Cavanagh & Mander (forthcoming)
	Seminar 3, Week 4: The Corporation, film website and supplemental materials
	Seminar 3, Week 4: Exercise instructions and bg reading for class debate on Women Against Poverty's June 3 housing action
	Lecture 1, Week's 1-3: Marx, Alienation, and Capital 101










Required Research Documents


Below are the Division of Social Science's and the Faculty of Art's required Ethics Form and the customized Consent Form you'll need to fill out and submit to Marcelo Vieta for the Winter 2008 research projects. Download them and fill them out and keep a copy to submit to Marcelo Vieta after you have completed your interviews:

Faculty of Arts Ethics Form you are to fill out per interviewee

Informed Consent Form you are to get your interviewee to sign before conducting the interview

Go here for more information concerning course-related research involving human participants (York Faculty of Arts)








Events of Interest - 2007-2008




	Jun. 5-7, 2008 - Call for Papers, Canadian Association for Studies in Co-operation annual conference in Vancouver, Canada

	Nov. 16-17, 2007 - Workers' Rights, Human Rights: Making the Connection - Organized by York U's Centre for Research on Work and Society

	Nov. 15, 2007 - A Conversation About Worker Co-operatives - Part of 'A Potential Toronto'
	Oct. 31, 2007 - U of T Social Economy Lunchbox Speaker's Series - The Evergreen Brickworks: A Work in Progress
	Oct. 23, 2007 - Migrants, Borders, Citizenship - Part of 'A Potential Toronto'

	Oct. 17, 2007 - 7th Annual Ontario Cooperative Conference (Burlington, Ontario)
	Sept. 27 - Nov. 10, 2007 - A Potential Toronto









Organizations of Interest




	Canadian Association for Studies in Co-operation

	Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives

	Canadian Co-operative Association

	Canadian Federal Government's Cooperative Secretariat

	Canadian Worker Cooperative Federation
	Centre for Research on Work and Society (York Unversity)

	Centre for the Study of Co-operatives (University of Saskatchewan)
	Council of Canadians

	The British Columbia Co-operative Association resources page

	Building Power: Social and Political Transformations in Latin America Conference at Ryerson (April 2007)

	The Institute for Policy Studies (John Cavanagh is connected with this institute)

	International Co-operative Alliance
	International Forum on Globalization (Jerry Mander is connected with this institute)

	International Labor Organization

	Just Labour: A Canadian Journal of Work and Society
	Laboratoire de Recherche en Éthiques dans les Organisations - Research group on cooperatives out of the Univeristy of Moncton
	Ontario Cooperative Association

	Ontario Worker Co-op Federation

	The Social Economy Centre (University of Toronto)

	Toronto School of Creativity and Inquiry

	Workers Action Centre
	World Trade Organization









Cooperatives, Credit Unions, and Alternative Organizations: Biblographies, Lists, and Statistics




	How to form a cooperative in Ontario

	Ontario Cooperative Corporations Act

	Extensive and fairly recent bibliography on co-operatives

	Download comprehensive Excel list of Southern Ontario cooperatives (courtesy of the Ontario Co-operative Association)
	Statistics, trends, and reports on Canadian cooperativism (courtesy of the Canadian Co-operatives Secretariat)










Multimedia Section (music, images, film clips, etc.)




	Civilizing the Economy: The Co-operative Alternative (BC Cooperative Association)

	Monty Python on anarcho-syndicalism vs. the monarchy (thanks to Terrance Luscombe)









Supplemantary Materials (background reading, books, articles, websites, etc.)


	York Library research resources

	Marxists Internet Archive

	Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy
	The Workers' Economy: Self-Management and the Distribution of Wealth - For a large selection of articles on the topic of self-management (in English and Spanish).
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Seminar Information


Seminar: Thursday 11:30-2:30, Vari Hall (VH) 1018 (York University, Toronto, Canada)
Course Director: Marcelo Vieta  (vieta@yorku.ca | 416.940.0340)
Office Location and Hours: South Ross 710, Thursdays 2:30-4:30



















